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By Colleen Jurkiewicz
News Graphic Correspondent

CEDARBURG — Minal Hahm
believes in the ripple effect. She even
incorporated the concept into the logo
of her civil engineering firm, M
Squared Engineering. 

That image symbolizes her philoso-
phy both in business and in life – one
job done well can lead to a full portfo-
lio, one satisfied client can become
dozens more and one woman’s suc-
cessful career can elevate the ambi-
tions of all others who work with or
for her.

That’s why it was so gratifying for
Hahm when her Cedarburg-based busi-
ness was recognized with the Wisconsin
Minority Business award at Market-
place 2016, the Governor’s Conference
on Minority Business Development. 

The award, presented by the Wiscon-
sin Economic Development Corpora-
tion, recognizes businesses in the
state that have displayed excellence in
customer relations, employment,
management, sales and products. 

M Squared was recognized in the
Outstanding Small Business category,
honoring companies of less than 25
employees who are owned by minori-
ties, women and service-disabled vet-
erans. In 2015, M Squared was the
third runner-up in the same category.

For Hahm, who co-founded the busi-
ness in 2003, the award came as a sur-
prise and served as validation of all the
hard work done by her 13 employees.

“The staff that we have continuous-
ly just give 2,000 percent to our clients.
It’s all about the client and customer
service,” said Hahm. “That’s the feed-
back that we get back, that we have
such high-quality products that we
put out – our plans, our communica-
tions, everything – to a point where
some of them use us even though they
have a similar department.”

M Squared has offices both in Cedar-
burg and Chicago, and provides ser-
vices to both the public and private
sectors. Their expertise includes
transportation, construction and
municipal engineering as well as
water resource management, site
design, training, geotechnical ser-
vices and land surveying. 

Previous projects include construc-
tion management services for the
work on STH 181 from Western
Avenue to Bridge Road in Cedarburg,
which was completed in January 2013,
as well as a host of other contracts
with the Wisconsin and Illinois
Departments of Transportation. M
Squared is the only civilian firm
trained and qualified to perform rail
inspections for the U.S. Army.

Hahm initially registered the name
of M Squared to embark on a free-
lance opportunity when she was still
working as a permit engineer with the
Lake County Stormwater Manage-
ment Commission in Illinois. When
she married and had her first child,
she decided to go into business for her-
self full-time, and moved to Cedarburg
shortly thereafter.

Now the mother of three daughters,
Hahm said she likes to stay involved
in her community. She currently
serves as the treasurer for the Cedar-
burg Friends of Parks and Recreation. 

“It’s an amazingly tight-knit com-
munity, and there’s so much charm to
it, so much depth to it and so much
culture to it,” she said of the area.

As the principal/owner at M
Squared, her purview has widened in
scope since the days when she first
started the business. Her clients have
come by word of mouth, she said. 

“It’s gotten to a point where I’m not
as involved in the technical side of it,
but more in the higher level, driving
the company, helping put direction to
the company,” she said. 

Hahm is also passionate about
encouraging young women to enter
STEM career fields. Engineering was
never actually part of her plan – when
she decided to attend the University of
Illinois and Urbana-Champaign, she
initially majored in architecture
because of her love of art and math.
But she eventually realized it wasn’t a
good fit. “It just wasn’t hardcore
enough with math,” she said. “I
switched to engineering after two
years.” 

Now she helps to lead an all-girl Des-
tination Imagination team at her
daughter’s school. “It’s fun because
you get to know these girls and you get
to show them that it’s OK to be inter-
ested in math, and it’s OK to be good at
it,” she said. 
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Elevating the career of other women

Submitted photo

Minal Hahm is pictured with the Wis-
consin Minority Business award that
she received at the Governor’s Confer-
ence on Minority Business Develop-
ment in December.

On a lighter note
What is your ringtone? Silk and my
VM notification is a duck that quacks
Name a food you'll never touch
Octopus – too cute and smart
Preference, fact or fiction? Fiction
When was the last time you were
nervous? Recent flight lesson –
practicing a stall, I took the plane into
a spin, which is nearly impossible to
recover from – I’ve never seen my
instructor react so fast.
The last time you binge-watched a
show Last night (Monday) – “Mad
Men” on Netflix – very addictive.

Cedarburg’s Hahm
earned Wisconsin
Minority Business

award

MEQUON — The latest project from Homestead High
School graduate John Ridley, a documentary about the 1992
Los Angeles riots, will air on ABC at 8 p.m. Friday.

“Let It Fall: Los Angeles 1982-1992” is a
two-hour production by Ridley, a 1982
HHS grad who won an Academy Award in
2014 for his screenplay of “12 Years A
Slave.” He also is the creator of “Ameri-
can Crime,” which is wrapping up its
third season on ABC Sunday.

Ridley worked with ABC News’ Lincoln
Square Productions to produce “Let It
Fall,” his first documentary. The televised
production – a shortened version of a 2-
1/2-hour film that had its debut in a Bev-

erly Hills, Calif., theater Friday – focuses on the aftermath
of the riots sparked by the 1992 acquittal of four white Los
Angeles police officers after the beating the year before of
African-American motorist Rodney King.

The riots, which lasted more than a week, resulted in
more than $1 billion in damage, more than 50 deaths and
the destruction of 862 buildings, according to a Los Ange-
les Times story about Ridley’s documentary.

In addition to “12 Years A Slave” and “American Crime,”
he is the creator of “Guerrilla” on Showtime. Ridley has
written seven novels and was a producer on television
shows such as “Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,” “Third Watch,”
“Barbershop” and “The Wanda Sykes Show.” He has writ-
ten seven novels and the script for the movie “Red Tails”
about a crew of African-American pilots in the Tuskegee
training program.

Ridley, whose parents live in Mequon, has been inducted
into Homestead’s Hall of Inspiration.

Ridley documentary
explores ’92 L.A. riots

MEQUON — The city of Mequon will conduct its  annu-
al Arbor Day celebration from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday in
Mequon Community Park, 11335 N. Cedarburg Road.

One of the highlights of the day is the distribution of
free trees. Available trees are swamp white oak, quaking
aspen, white spruce, American beech, tamarack, hackber-
ry (trees), hazelnut/American filbert, gray dogwood and
American elderberry (shrubs).

A tree-planting demonstration will take place at 2 p.m.
There will be a variety of exhibits. 

Those on-hand will include the Mequon Nature Preserve,
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust, the city forester, the
Ozaukee County Planning and Resources and Land Man-
agement Department, exhibits of city parks and bikeways,
the River Advisory Board, the Milwaukee Audubon Society
and Bird City Wisconsin and the Ozaukee County Master
Gardeners.

Celebrate Arbor Day 
in Mequon Sunday

Ridley
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By Lisa Curtis
News Graphic Staff

CEDARBURG — Oncehome to City Hall, a toyshop, a seamstress, a jewelrystore and a surf shop, theformer Washington AvenueShoppes building in down-town Cedarburg has satquiet and dark for more thana year. But that changed thisweek when work began tobuild a new facade on thebuilding, bringing it back toits original look from nearly100 years ago, when ithoused a Ford motorcarssales location. 
Developer GregZimmerschied, who boughtthe building last year, saidthe Walter’s Loft consign-ment furniture store isexpected to open in March

or April in the building atW62 N590 Washington Ave.The store currently has alocation in Fox Point, but

the owners were looking toadd another location,Zimmerschied said. It isdescribed as having contem-

porary, antique and vintage

Cedarburg native delivering hope and food a world away

By Colleen JurkiewiczNews Graphic Correspondent
CEDARBURG —Ten years ago, a visitorfrom Tanzania changed Pamela Schwalbach’slife.
It was 2006, and in the midst of a lull in herworkload as a due diligence underwriter,Schwalbach was searching for meaningfulvolunteer work.

“I really had this call in my heart to servein the community,” recalled the Cedarburgnative, who was the mother of two then-ele-mentary aged girls.
Through an acquaintance in theMilwaukee area, she became involved inassisting a visiting young father fromTanzania find speaking engagements at local

churches and schools. Schwalbach knew nextto nothing about Tanzania, and was deeply

moved by the details the man shared of hislife back home. 
“Being from here, and never experiencinga developing nation, (I thought) – how can younot have food? How? I don’t get it. It’s so acces-sible here. You go to the grocery store, you goto a friend’s house – there is always food avail-able,” she said. 

During the man’s three-month visit,Schwalbach and her daughters organized sev-eral fundraisers for his village, eventuallyraising more than  $7,000. But when she triedto give him the check, he refused to take it.Instead, he challenged her to bring the moneyherself to Tanzania, to see with her own eyeshow his people lived.
Schwalbach had never before undertakensuch an extensive trip. Her previous experi-ence with mission work had been on the localor state level. But there was something other-worldly in the pull she felt to the impover-ished country on another continent. A devout

Walter’s Loft to open Cedarburg location

Fal$e alarm 

By Melanie BoyungNews Graphic Staff

PORT WASHINGTON — It can’t leap tall buildings in a
single bound, but a new vehicle on order for the Ozaukee
County Sheriff's Office can withstand an explosion of siz-
able proportions

The MRAP – mine-resistant ambush protected vehicle –
is  designed to add to a police force’s strategic capabilities,
particularly in circumstances involving an active shooter.
Ozaukee Sheriff James Johnson told members of the
County Board Public Safety Committee Tuesday that the
department is eligible for a new vehicle at virtuality no
cost. 

Johnson said the county has been on a list for several
years to receive an MRAP. The federal government supplies
the vehicles – which can run up to a quarter-million dollars
– to local police or sheriff’s departments as they are avail-
able. The county will only have to pay for transporting the
vehicle to the county and sending someone to look at
what’s available and to choose a vehicle.The MRAP vehicle is designed to add to a police force’s
strategic capabilities. According to information from
Johnson, the vehicle is of use in any situation where offi-
cers need to move with the threat of gunfire or improvised
explosive devices. 

According to a letter from Johnson to County Board
Chairman Lee Schlenvogt, Supervisor and Public Safety
Committee Chairman Paul Melotik and County
Administrator Tom Meaux, “The circumstances include,
but are not limited to emergency response/evacuation,

hostage rescue, natural disaster response, barricaded gun-
men and also to assist in our role for homeland security.”

Information from Johnson said MRAP vehicles can han-
dle small arms fire and explosives. The committee dis-
cussed briefly whether or not the county needed the vehi-
cle; Johnson said that the kind of situation requiring an
MRAP had not occurred in Ozaukee County in recent mem-
ory, but the county should have the vehicle in case there is
ever a need.

“The vehicle doesn’t need to be approved by us; Sheriff
Johnson has the authority to just do that,” Melotik said.

Johnson estimated the cost of sending someone with
mechanical experience to select the MRAP and then have it
transported to Ozaukee would cost less than $10,000. He
said the Sheriff’s Office budget would cover the expense. He
did not have a specific timeline for when the county would
receive the vehicle.

The MRAP item also triggered a discussion about stor-
age space for equipment. Johnson said that the Sheriff’s
Office has a need for secure storage – buildings that have
security systems, not just cameras – and Assistant
Administrator Jason Dzwinel said there are several depart-
ments that need further storage. Johnson noted that the
MRAP does not create that storage need – it could be stored
outside, but it adds to the list of equipment for which he
needs more space. 

Submitted photoPamela Schwalbach is pictured with a Tanzanianorphan.

Simple Hope founder hasraised thousands for the poor of Tanzania

See HOPE, Page A8

County to acquire mine-resistant vehicle

Submitted photoA mine-resistant vehicle owned by the Warren County, NewYork, Sheriff ’s Department is similar to what could be head-
ing to Ozaukee County.

Photo by Mark Justesen

Work began this week to restore the facade of the former Washington Avenue Shoppes

building, which was built in 1924.

Location will be
second for

consignment 
furniture store 

See LOFT, Page A8

By Gary AchterbergNews Graphic Staff

MEQUON — When police respond to a burglar alarm at
a business, officers know there’s a good chance it’s a false
alarm. However, that doesn’t mean they treat it that way.

The false alarm calls have gained attention recently
because the city of Mequon dramatically increased the fees
it charges for responding to them.“The Police Department has to treat each one as real,
until we know otherwise,” Mequon Police Chief Steve
Graff said. “The vast majority are false, but we can’t
assume that and be caught off guard or unprepared if in
fact it is a burglary or other crime in progress.”Graff said two officers routinely are dispatched to every
burglar alarm, which consumes limited resources and may
delay a response to another call. Police in Cedarburg and
Grafton said they also dispatch two officers to alarm calls.

When the Mequon Common Council gave routine
approval to a new fee schedule that took effect Jan. 1, it
eliminated the initial “warning” that businesses received
for their first false alarm in a year. A first offense now
results in a bill for $100.A second offense costs $150, a third offense is $250, while
fourth and subsequent alarms will cost a business $350
each. The new fees are identical to those charged for false
fire alarms. Prior to this year, after the first free call, the
next alarm cost $75, the third was $100 and all subsequent
alarms cost $150 each.

Mequon police officers responded to approximately 450

Mequon businesses now must pay forfirst false emergency call

See ALARM, Page A7
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100,000 MILE 5-YEAR POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

SERVICE HOURSMon.,Tues., Thurs., Fri.  7:30am-6pmWednesday 7:30-8pm Sat. 8:00am-Noon • Closed Sunday

SALES HOURS
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30am-8pm

Fri. 8:30am-6pm 
Sat. 8:30am-5pm • Closed Sunday

Tax, title, license and service fee extra. *MSRP Manufacturers Suggested Retail Price may not represent the actual sale price. 1.) GM courtesy transportation vehicle. Miles currently on vehicles not to exceed 3,800 miles. 

2.) 39 month lease with 10,000 miles per year, first payment $388 + $0 down payment + $0 security deposit +$595 acquisition fee + $3,000 rebate = $3,983. Tax, title, license and $179 service fee extra. Offers end 1/25/2016.
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Deals to Warm You Up!2016 SILVERADO’S
39 MONTH LEASE

$38822
PER 
MO.
+ TAX

LEASE 
FROM 

ALL STAR EDITION, Z-71, 4X4, LT, DOUBLE CAB

EQUINOX
TRAX CAMARO CORVETTES

MALIBUCRUZE

Then order
a photo
or page

reprint!
Glossy Photo Reprints
5”x7” - $10
8”x10” - $12

Customized Glossy
Article Reprint
Keepsakes
11”x17” - $35 

254593004

Please call 262-241-9910 ext. 104
for more information.
www.concorddevelopment.com
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CONCORD 22, LLC

PREMIER RETAIL SPACE FOR LEASE

- 11521 N. Port Washington Road -

1,650 Sq. Ft. Join 2nd Wind Fitness,

Jimmy John’s, Sport Clips Haircuts and

Taco Bell at this superbly located retail

center. The center offers high visibility,

direct private entry and monument 

signage is available. 25
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TAX RECORDS: WHAT TO KEEP—PART II
It is even more important for taxpayers to have a copy of last year’s
tax return as the IRS makes changes to authenticate and protect
taxpayer identity. Beginning in 2017, some taxpayers who e-file will
need to enter either the prior-year Adjusted Gross Income or the
prior-year self-select PIN and date of birth. If filing jointly, both
taxpayers’ identities must be authenticated with this information. The
AGI is clearly labeled on the tax return.
Taxpayers who need tax information can request a free transcript for
the past three tax years. The ‘Get Transcript’ tool on IRS.gov is the
fastest way to get a transcript.
If taxpayers are still keeping old tax returns and receipts stuffed 
in a shoebox in the back of the closet, they might want to rethink 
that approach. Keep tax, financial and health records safe and
secure whether stored on paper or kept electronically. When 
records are no longer needed for tax purposes, ensure the data 
is properly destroyed to prevent the information from being used 
by identity thieves.
If disposing of an old computer, tablet, mobile phone or back-up hard
drive, keep in mind it includes files and personal data. Removing this
information may require special disk utility software.
Brought to you as a service to the community by

INCOME 
TAX 

PREPARATION 
FOR 

BUSINESSES 
& 

INDIVIDUALS

With five locations in Wisconsin:
Mequon, Waukesha, Mayville, Fond du Lac & Juneau
(262) 236-9806 Mequon | (262) 574-0374 Waukesha | (920) 387-3356 Mayville
www.vanderbloemengroup.com | www.gibcpa.com | jeh@constcpa.com | rjg@constcpa.com

920.921.3356
920.387.3356
262.236.9806

Jill Eernisse, Marc Eernisse & Joe Eernisse

Since 1975, the Eernisse family has been offering the
families of Ozaukee County the very best in funeral
services and facilities. If your family prefers a formal
service in any of our well maintained facilities or if a
more casual service in an intimate setting is preferred,
you will find that too. Whatever your wishes, they can
be fulfilled in a way which creates a truly memorable
service and offers real comfort for family and friends.

Two generations of our family serving yours.

254454003

Eernisse Funeral Homes & Cremation Service
Port Washington  (262) 284-2601 | Belgium  (262) 285-4141 | Cedarburg  (262) 376-9600

www.eernissefuneralhome.com
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THETHE
WOOD SHELTERWOOD SHELTER

THE
WOOD SHELTER
Furniture Refinishing

Stripping
Regluing • Spray Painting

BRING IN YOUR
FURNITURE &
THIS AD AND

SAVE 10%
Expires 5-12-17

262-242-6823
6714 W. Mequon Rd.

Mequon
Between Hwy. 57

& 76th St.
255435013


